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0T	 Jtacmgi Exo/ains Information	

e	 144. 1%. ,0 3737c.
G4 : (tranasnam)

stated at a proms *infer.	 .
agency (INTSUE0723) "is

• Curreqt .Developientss 

torr
rfijkicsiitHecire	 OGLTA ?Orator& (INTSIli 3716)

• *NC 29 Nov' that tho projoctod information

not a propaganda Information amnbine." He eaplained that the agency would
have only one mission: to "intercept radio messages and news from abroad
so that the Government may learn world trends and situationa."- Spacial
emphaeia would be placed on collecting news from Communist China and the
Soviet Union. To carry out this function, the Government plans to purchase
materials and supplies hem the United States within this year and to hire
about 200 employees', mostly radio monitors. CGATA disclosed that a part
of the supplementary budget already had been set aside to finance the
initial coat of the project. Answering questions of news reporters,
OGATA stated that the new information agency would not undertake general
distribution of collected news; he bad given up the idea of supplying
news to domestic media of expression since such a service would create
the misconception of 'guidance and control of expression." Mon reporterstors
reminded him that Prime Moister YOSHIDA at the Upper House plenary
session on 28 Nov ad referred to the now projoct as a "news dissemination

an," OGATA said the Prime Minister's moaning is militelligiblo to him.

Comment: (DHCLA.SSIFILT) The projprojectedinformation agency has
rereceivedheavy press covorago during the past week. Editorials
in the leading Tokyo newspapers have voiced apprehension over

 now project, fearing that it would develop into a revived
prewar-type Cabinet Information Board (=SUM 3723) combined
with a news agency like the prosurrendor Dana News Agency
which, under Government control, handled foreign and domostic
news, newsreels, and rad.;_o service, and thus becamo an important
factor in curbing free speech. Part of this fear is causod by
the principal figures developing plans for tho projected in,-
formation agoncy. OGATA, former prosidont of tho wartime
Cabinet Information Board, has been consulting with two former
officials of tho doftnIct Domci Hews Agency, former president
ODRUNO Inosuko and former chiof editor NATSMOTO Shigoharu;
both have boon rocommondod for executive positions in the pro-
joctcd information agency. Bosidos having received press
criticism, the new project may dovolop into a political issue.
The Liboral Party asked CGATA to explain tho Govornmont l s plan
at its Executive Board meeting on 28 ilov; it oxprossod fears
that the information agoncy would revive control of public
opinion, and uould "run counter to the spirit of party politics."
The Right wing Socialists at a Central Committoo mooting on tho
some day, approved a resolution opposing the planned information
agency as a atop towards placing tho press underGovernmont
control. Theresolution farthor charged that the Govecroment is
attempting to influenco the goneral public with "militaristic
and bureaucratic" ideas so that thoy will support rearmament.
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